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ABOUT US 

 
HIMALAYAN LIFE is an independent, charitable organisation 

HIMALAYAN LIFE is a Christian relief organisation registered in Switzerland, Canada, Nepal and India, founded by 
Daniel Bürgi. We have been supporting children in the Himalayas for around 15 years. We are particularly 
committed to ensuring the welfare of street children and children caught up in bonded labour, as well as abandoned 
and community children. We set out to achieve holistic and decisive changes in the circumstances of these children 
and their families. We are also concerned with literacy programmes and the schooling and training of young people 
in government-run schools and workshops that offer apprenticeships. 

 
With our 60 native employees, we run homes for marginalised children in Nepal and India. In Pokhara, Nepal's 
second-biggest city, we also run a day centre and an emergency hostel for street children, a leisure and youth 
centre and a social enterprise for PET recycling. 

HIMALAYAN LIFE is financed exclusively by donations.  

 

BACKGROUND TO THE "YANGRI HOPE PROJECT" 

The earthquakes in April and May 2015 caused tremendous damage in Nepal's mountain regions, in areas remote 
from the focus of media and government interest. In the badly affected regions, villages have suffered virtually total 
destruction. This starts with the villages' infrastructure, including roads, paths, suspension bridges, water pipes and 
fountains, and extends right through to the electricity supply, school buildings, residential homes and animals' pens.  

So far, our earthquake relief has been focused on alleviating immediate needs: supplying people with food, 
medicines, blankets and tarpaulins, etc. Since the quake, we have transported more than 10,000 kilograms of food 
and aid supplies already, and we will be providing still more emergency relief. At the same time, we are supporting 
SUSTAINABLE RECONSTRUCTION. 

To obtain a precise overview of the situation, we travelled to the villages of the severely affected district of 
SINDHUPALCHOWK, which is also the district that a number of HIMALAYAN LIFE employees come from. We were 
shattered by what we saw. The extent of the destruction is truly enormous, HIMALAYAN LIFE decided to "adopt" 
one of the villages and to support its sustainable reconstruction. 

We attach particular importance to working closely with the village's inhabitants. We will be tackling this project 
TOGETHER... 
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THE VILLAGE OF YANGRI 

 

The village of Yangri is located in SINDHUPALCHOWK 
District (coordinates: 27.973833, 85.636679). 

Yangri is made up of a main village located centrally at 
the point where the Indravati and Yangri rivers meet. It 
also takes in seven smaller villages, with a total of 107 
houses, which are home to 500 people. 

The village of Yangri can only be reached on foot. All 
material and equipment has to be transported to the 
village via an arduous route. A road runs from Kathmandu 
to Bhotang village. The journey takes seven hours. From 
Bhotang, Yangri is only accessible on foot. For the last 
part of the route, it is necessary to cross the 120 metre 
suspension bridge that spans the river ï this is the only 
access to Yangri.  

The earthquake claimed 17 lives in Yangri and 100% of 
the houses have been destroyed. The entire infrastructure, including the water and electricity supply, and also the 
electricity generating plant, the school and the suspension bridge have either been completely destroyed or are 
heavily damaged. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE YANGRI HOPE PROJECT 

 

Phase I: RELIEF (running since 14 May 2015) 

Alleviating immediate needs through the delivery of food, 
tarpaulins for shelters, blankets and medicines, etc. Supply 
flights have been made by helicopter, subsidised by the 
Helimission/MAF.  

 

Phase I has been largely completed. Since there will be no 
rice harvest this year as a result of the earthquake, we 
expect to make a further delivery of rice in the autumn.  

 

 

Phase II: REBUILDING THE INFRASTRUCTURE (running since 17 May 2015) 

 

Repairing the drinking water supply system:  

- The drinking water system is to supply around 150 people 
with drinking water 

- The water catchment and water cistern have to be repaired 
- 500 to 600 metres of water pipes have to be relaid on steep 

slopes  
- Four to five fountains and stand pipes have to be 

reconstructed in the villages 

 

Repairing or replacing the heavily damaged suspension bridge 

- The suspension bridge provides the only access to Yangri 
- We will be working with experts to repair the bridge   
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Reconstructing the school in an earthquake-resistant design 

 

 

- The new school is to have six classrooms to 
accommodate some 70 children of all age groups from 
the region around Yangri 

- Before conditions can be created for the foundation stone 
to be laid, the rubble from the earthquake must first be 
transported away from the site 

- Building the new school 
- Obtaining the necessary furnishings 

 

 


